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INFORMATION DISCLOS URE STATEMENT 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P*0. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

This paper is being filed to advise the U*S- Patent 
Office of information which may be considered "material to 
patentability" in examining this patent application, in 
accordance with the provisions of 37 C.P.R. §1.56. 

To this end, the U.S. Patent Office is advised 
of commonly owned, co-pending U.S. Patent Application No. 
10/735,446, which has been assigned the filing date of December g 
12, 2003. U.S. Patent Application No. 10/735,446 has since been 
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examined, and the following documents have been cited by the U., 
Patent Office: 

U-S, Pc^t;Qnts 
6,701,575 (Padiak at al.) - Issued: March, 2004 
6,523,223 (Wang) - Issued: February, 2003 
6,086,033 (Calleja) Issued: July, 2000 
6,079,081 (Padiak et al.) - Issued: June, 2000 
6,044,984 (Crosby et al.) - Issued: April, 2000 
5,711,053 (Hafner) - Issued: January, 1998 
5,704,100 (Swan) - Issued: January, 1998 
5,586,665 (Brousseau) - Issued: December, 1996 
5,553,351 (Starks) - Issued: September, 1996 
4,564,167 (Smith) - Issued: January, 1986 
2,182,546 (Raymond) - Issued: December, 1939 
2,023,826 (Van Buskirk) - Issued: December, 1935 
1,898,562 (More) - Issued: February, 1933 
1 , 661 , 1 1 3 (Deshon) - Issued: February, 1928 
1,197,420 (Wizorek) * Issued: September, 1916 
908,394 (Corbeille) - Issued: December, 1908 

tI-_S, Patent Application Publication 
2004/0034969 (Wegman) - Published: February, 2004 

Copies of the above-listed U.S. patent documents have 
not been enclosed with this Information Disclosure Statement 
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in view of the waiver of such requirements for U*S* national 
patent applications filed after June 30^ 2003 (OG Notices; 05 
August 2003) . 

Consideration of the above-listed documents is 
respectfully requested under 37 C.F.R. §1. 56(a) (2), and it is 
further respectfully requested that the Examiner acknowledge 
consideration of these documents by initialing the PTO-1449 form 
(1) which is enclosed with this Information Disclosure Statement 
and which lists the foregoing documents. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner provide 
applicant with an initialed copy of the enclosed PTO-1449 form to 
confirm consideration of the listed documents* 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted 
under the provisions of 37 CF.R. §1. 97(c) because it is the 
understanding of the undersigned that the Reply filed August 
28, 2006/ has not yet been considered, and accordingly, that 
neither a final action^ a notice of allowance nor an action that 
otherwise closes prosecution of the application has been mailed 
in connection with this patent application. It* is respectfully 
requested that the U.S* Patent Office charge the fee ($180.00) 
set forth in 37 C-F.R. §1 - 1 7 (p) , and any additional fees that 
may be required, to Deposit Account No. 03-2405. 

I horoby certify thaX this corr©spond©noe is being Respei^'tfiullv Submitted 
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TO: 
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P*0. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
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Application No. 10/734,856 
Filed: December 12, 2003 
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(571) 272-6869 

Examiner: Janet M. Wilkens 
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(571) 273-8300 



MESSAGE 

The following documents are submitted with this Cover Sheet; 



Information Disclosure Statement 
PTO-1449 Form (1 ) 



CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: 



The IftfbrmatlQn contained in this facsSmn© transanlssion is proprietary and confidential Informati 
intended only for receipt by the above-named party. If the reader of this measaos is not the Inte 
rec-ipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copy of this f 
Is strictly prohibited, If you have received this facsimile in error, it I5 asked that you pi 
Tmmediately notify the sender by telephone and return the oriflina? ftiessage by mail to the abov 
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above address. 
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